
DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL

At a Meeting of General Licensing and Registration Committee held in Committee 
Room 2, County Hall, Durham on Thursday 13 July 2017 at 10.00 am

Present:

Councillor J Maitland (Chair)

Members of the Committee:
Councillors A Batey, D Bell, D Brown, L Brown, M Clarke, J Considine, P Crathorne, 
K Liddell, L Marshall, A Reed, J Stephenson, A Surtees, T Tucker, A Willis and M Wilson

Also Present:
C Rudman – Licensing Manager

1 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C Carr, P Atkinson, J Bell, J 
Blakey, G Darkes, S Durham, C Hampson, D Hicks, A Hopgood, I McLean and D 
Stoker.

2 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest.

3 Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 12 January 2017 were agreed as a correct 
record and were signed by the Chairman.

4 Licensing (Policy) - Fee Setting for Sex Establishments and Sexual 
Entertainment Venues 

The Committee considered a report of the Corporate Director of Adults and Health 
Services which asked the Committee to adopt on behalf of the Council the 
proposed new fees relating to the licensing of sex establishments and sexual 
entertainment venues (SEVs) (for copy see file of Minutes). 

Members discussed the proposed fee.

In response to questions from Councillor L Brown, the Licensing Manager informed 
the Member that the fee calculation was mostly based on personnel costs and as 
salaries had increased by 1% the decision had been taken not to allow for inflation, 
given that the fee must be cost neutral and the variable factors associated with 



granting a licence.  With regard to the proposed enforcement charge which 
Councillor Brown felt was low at £64, the Committee was informed that because 
SEVs were closely scrutinised, premises of this type tended to be very low risk in 
terms of enforcing the regime. 

Following a question from Councillor Batey, the Licensing Manager confirmed that 
the costs associated with advertising and consultation on receipt of an application 
were costed in the fee. 

Councillor Clarke made the point that administration costs associated with a 
hearing could potentially be high. The Member was informed that calculating the 
cost of a hearing was very difficult given the number of variable factors to be 
considered and Democratic Services had been unable to provide a precise figure. 
£250 was therefore a best estimate.

Councillor D Bell noted that the cost estimate detailed in Appendix 2 was based on 
an application for a venue in 2012, and following a question from the Member the 
Licensing Manager confirmed that the proposed fee was based upon current salary 
figures.   

Resolved:

That the proposed Sex Establishment Licence fee to include all forms of regulated 
sexual entertainment be approved as follows:-

Cost of application                                                                              £3453
Routine Monitoring and Enforcement Costs upon grant                         £64   


